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Amendment to the Claims 




5 operating a rules server, wherein said rules server comprises a ru1ebase» wherein said 

rulebase comprises one or more rules; 



associating at least one rule of said one or more rules with a start time and an end time; 

receiving a transaction request for a transaction: 

determining a transaction time for said transaction request; and 
10 determining a set of one or more effective rules in said on e or mor e rul e s for said 

transaction request from ^\ O^ie rul^ <>f ^aijd Trnx^ ful^S ^Qpiate4 wjith pajd ptairt 

time and start end time , wherein said transaction time for said transaction request is after said 
start tinie associated with each of said set of one or more effective rules, and said transaction 
time for said transaction request is before said end time associated with each of said one or more 
1 5 effective rulesri 

wherein said rulebase is configured to comprise one or more versions of a rule: and 

wherein if said one or more effective rules changes before said transaction is complete- 
then a most recent set of effective rules is used bv said rule server. 

20 2. (original) The method of claim I, further comprising the step of: 

processing said transaction request with said set of one or more effective rules. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of determining a transaction time for 
said transaction request is performed once each time said transaction request is received, 

25 

4. (original) The method of cleiim 1, wherein said step of determining a transaction time for 
said transaction request is performed repeatedly .after a sjiecified length of time. 

5. (original) The method of claim I, wherein said rulebase contains one or more rules that 
30 are not in said set of one or more effective rules. 
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6. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said start time and said end time is specified 
by an administrator through a graphical user interface. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said transaction time is determined by an 
5 administrator. 

8. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having thereon instructions for 
performing a process for processing txansactions, said process comprising: 

operating a rules server, wherein said rules server comprises a rulebasc, wherein said 
1 0 rulebase comprises one or more rules; 

associating at least one rule of said one or more rules with a start time and an end time; 

receiving a transaction request for a transaction : 

determining a transaction time for said transaction request; and 

determining a set of one or more effective rules in said - ono or more ruloa for said 
1 5 transaction reques t from said at least one rule of said one or more rules associated with said start 
time and start end time, wherein said transaction time for said transaction request is after said 
start time associated with each of said set of one or more effective rules, and said transaction 
time for said transaction request is before said end time associated with each of said one or more 
effective rulcsr; 

20 wherein said rulebase is configured to comprise one or more versions of a rule: and 

wherein if said one or more effective rules changes before said tmnsaction is complete, 
then a most recent set of effective rules is used bv said rule server, 

9. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, further comprises that step of: 
25 processing said transaction request with said set of one or more effective rules. 

10. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said step of determining a 
transaction time for said transaction request is performed once each time said transaction request 
is received- 

30 
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11. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said step of determining a 
transaction time for said transaction request is performed repeatedly after a specified length of 
time. 

5 12; (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said nilebase contains one 
or more rules that are not in said set of one or more effective rules. 

13. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said start time and said end 
time is specified by an administrator through a gr^hical user interface. 



10 



14. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said transaction time is 
determined by an administrator. 
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